Building Better Dreams Update – April 2018
Dr. Sanders: “Hello everyone, this is Dr. Sanders, Chief Executive Officer and Superintendent for the Sandusky City Schools, and I would like to welcome you to our April 2018 version of our Building Better Dreams Video Update. As you know, once a month, we send you a quick five minute update of things going on with our facilities program, and today we are joined by a local legend. This is a gentleman by the name of Mr. John Feick, and John is involved with our building program. John, give us a little bit about your background and the kind of business you and your family has been in for a while.”
John Feick: “Ok, well, we’ve been in the construction and architectural business for what seems like forever, and we won’t go back how far, but it’s been in my blood since I’ve been in the 5th grade, and all through high school. As you know, I’m a 1968 graduate of Sandusky High School, a little older then you, and we’ll leave it at that. I’ve been doing this since I graduated college, I graduated in 73’ from Kent State. My degree is in architecture. I came back to Sandusky to work with my Dad doing construction and architectural work. That’s just kind of a quick background of who I am.”
Dr. Sanders: “Well the Feick name has been a household name in Sandusky for a very long time. So, we’re really glad to have you as part of our program. Mr. Feick, talk a little bit about your role in the facilities campaign. You have a very specific set of duties. What are those duties and how are things going?”
John Feick: “My duties are pretty defined, I’m not hired by the district as an architect, they have an architect for that. My job is to be the Owner’s Representative, be that being, talking with the architect, talking with the contractor, coordinating with the city. Being local I know everybody and it makes things a little easier, I’m able to implement things through the system a lot faster when there are issues. We’ve had a few little bumps along the road. I can step in because I know the people, getting them fixed, and making sure that all of our neighbors in the three areas in which we are working are happy with what we are doing.”
Dr. Sanders: “So, this is a big summer for the district in terms of work going on at the middle school and the high school. Talk a little bit about what you’ll be focused on for summer of 2018.”
John Feick: “Probably the biggest piece is going to be is the work we’re going to be doing on the high school. As you know, we’re redoing all the science labs, they are being stripped down as soon as the seniors are out and they can vacate space we’re going to be in there tearing everything out down to the walls. Floor, ceilings, etc. Putting in all brand new lab equipment, new finishes in the areas, new technology is coming in, we’re getting new windows, they’re going to look extremely different. These are going to be first-class up-to-date science labs. We’re also going to be working in rooms 300 and 301, the school uses these rooms often, we’ve got some new technology coming, we’re going to be able to be in there with a big screen tv upfront, I’m trying to remember, but I think it’s like 210” diagonal. So no matter what we’re doing if you’re sitting in the back row, or need glasses you’re going to be able to see.”
Dr. Sanders: “Well we’re excited about the work over the summer, I think the middle and high school kids coming back on August 29th of this year, they’re going to have upgraded facilities for the first time in 60 years for the science labs, and we’re also excited John about the work that’s happening in our Planetarium and the upgrades we’re doing in our high school auditorium as well. So, people are probably driving past Hayes Avenue, seeing the signs, saying “Building Better Dreams” and “Thank you Sandusky”, what’s going on at the intermediate site, which is the grades 3-6, and for those in the Ontario neighborhood, what’s going on at those sites right now.”
John Feick: “Well, what we’ve done is to move this thing along because the buildings are so big and complex that we decided to jump in with an early site package at both sites which means we’re having the contractor come in, whose going to be taking the site, digging out any bad soils, it’s going to be putting in new utilities, new curbs, gutters, sidewalks, all in advance and balance of the building work starting, this is all preliminary work anyway, so we jumped into it right at the beginning to get that moving forward. The intermediate site, as people go by, they’re digging bad soil out, we have a couple areas there that are tough, it used to be a site, we all know that was the old Memorial Hospital, so there is a little bit of work there that has to be done, that has started and is going really well. In about a week, we hope to be doing the same thing at the Ontario site, now that site had the old building on it but part of the demo package was to make sure we had a good solid site to build from, so that site is ready to go, so we won’t have any soil to dig out there, but we will be starting with the utilities, there’s a new roadway coming in off 5th Street at the back of the property which is going to alleviate a lot of construction traffic over the next year and a half coming in off Ontario which is a very tight road. We’re looking forward to getting that work started here real quick.”
Dr. Sanders: “Well we’re excited about summer 2018, obviously, ultimately preparing for August of 2019. We’re really happy to have Mr. Feick as part of our team, as the Owner’s Representative. Making sure that things are done the right way and these buildings are going to last us many, many, many decades, John. We are part of a fabulous group of leaders who get a chance to be a part of the team to put this together for the generations to come. Thank you for joining us today, for the April 2018 version of our Building Better Dreams Facilities Update, at any time you can ask me a question at askdrsanders@scs-k12.net or call me directly at area code 419.984.1000, and as always we appreciate your support, and Go Blue Streaks! 

